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Velázquez Speaks Out Against FY 2004 Budget

Congresswoman Velázquez and her colleagues
speak out against the cuts in the federal budget
for 2004.

    At a recent press conference, Congresswoman
Velázquez spoke out against the federal budget for
2004. The Republican backed budget slashed impor-
tant domestic programs in New York by almost $19
billion over the next decade.
     �The budget is all about priorities, which are sadly
misplaced in this case,� Congresswoman Velázquez
said.  �President Bush and many Republicans in
Congress support a $726 billion tax cut that benefits
the wealthiest 1% of Americans.  At the same time
they cut billions in New York services and benefits
aimed at low-income families.  It is an outrage that
tax cuts for the wealthy will come at the expense of
important programs to help working families.�
    The budget calls for $12.7 billion in cuts over 10
years to Medicaid and the State Children�s Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP).  Medicaid helps count-
less New York City residents afford health care cover-
age.
    The budget also cuts over $4 million from Child
Nutrition programs and more than $1 billion has been
cut over the next 10 years in the New York food stamp
program.

 Budget cuts billions in programs that are important to New Yorkers

    �This is just the tip of the iceberg,� Congress-
woman Velázquez said.  �There were more than 25
programs to aid small businesses that were cut or
terminated, as well as those that protect our environ-
ment and help our veterans.�

�Hispanic Business� Woman of  the Year
    Congresswoman Nydia M. Velázquez received the
inaugural Hispanic Business Magazine Woman of the Year
award and was recognized at a special awards luncheon.
     �I am very honored to receive this award,� Congress-
woman Velázquez said.  �One of my top priorities in
Congress is to ensure that the voice of small business,
including minority-owned businesses, is heard.  They are
the backbone of the American economy, and women,
especially Latinas, are opening businesses in record
numbers today.  There is still much work to be done, but I
know that they are our future and I will continue to fight
for them.�
    Velázquez was recognized for her national influence in
both the political and business sectors and for her longtime
support of minority enterprise and economic development.
The luncheon was held to celebrate the achievements of
Velázquez and the other women who make up the
magazine�s �80 Elite Hispanic Women� list for 2003.

Congresswoman Velázquez speaks at the
Hispanic Business Woman of the Year awards
luncheon.



Grants Awarded to Our Community
United Academy Inc.............................$1,168,670

Funding for Head Start Project
National Credit Union Administration...................$2,200
    Funding for Bushwick Cooperative Federal Credit Union

NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene.....$6,019,880

NY Women�s Chamber of  Commerce
The New York Women�s Chamber of Commerce

(NYWCC) recently held its launch event and Congress-
woman Velázquez was the keynote speaker.

�I believe the economic growth among women has
allowed them to gain greater control over their destinies
by allowing them to break through the glass ceiling,�
Congresswoman Velázquez said.  �It is impossible to
ignore that business ownership has provided women
with an enormous sense of empowerment.�

Velázquez addressed the audience on the future of
women-owned businesses and what Congress is doing to
help them.

�I assure you we will see the day when businesses
are not viewed by who owns them, but rather stand on
their success alone,� Congresswoman Velázquez said.
�Until that day comes, we will continue our fight.  As
the future of the American economy, you are worth it.�

Congresswoman Velázquez is working in Washing-
ton for women-owned businesses in New York City to
provide them with regulatory and tax relief, more
affordable health care options and federal contracting
opportunities, and better access to sources of capital to
promote start-ups and growth.

The NYWCC is the first of its kind in this area.  It is
a private not-for-profit organization dedicated to im-
proving the quality of life of women in the New York
area by fostering economic, leadership, and professional
development through targeted programs and services.

TOP Program Will Help Bridge Digital Divide
The Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) is one

of the only federal programs soley dedicated to providing
assistance to libraries, community centers, after-school
programs, and other local organizations by offering
underserved populations access to information technology
and training. TOP is a highly competitive grant program
funded through the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration at the Department of Com-
merce.

Funding for TOP was eliminated in President Bush�s
latest budget.  Congresswoman Velázquez is working to
get this money restored.

�TOP is critical to community development, and is an
important investment in our nation�s future economic
prosperity,� Congresswoman Velázquez said.  �Technol-
ogy literacy has become a basic life skill that is vital to
educational, economic, social and civic achievement.
TOP provides underserved populations with valuable
access to information technology and training.  Many
residents in my district benefit from this program and I
hope that my request for funding will be met.�

The program is responsible for extending and improv-
ing the valuable services and opportunities to all Ameri-
cans. Between 1995 and 2002, almost $13 million was
awarded to New York through the TOP program.

Congresswoman Velázquez speaks at the launch
event for the NY Women�s Chamber of Commerce.

 Push for $2.4 Million in Funding
   Congresswoman Velázquez requested $2.4 million in
funding for the Nassau Avenue Reconstruction with
Enhancements project.
    The Nassau Avenue Reconstruction with Enhance-
ments project funding would be used for the design,
reconstruction and beautification of what is now a
predominantly commercial strip in a residential area of
Brooklyn.  The roadway, originally constructed in the
1920�s, is now inadequate.  The enhancement of this
street will ensure maximum economic benefit to a
growing commercial area.
   The reconstruction of these streets has been identified
as a long-term solution to the area�s transportation
problems.

    �I am very hopeful that this project, totaling $2.4
million, will be funded to improve traffic conditions and
the quality of life of residents in my district,� Congress-
woman Velázquez said.  �The safety and viability of our
transportation systems is a determinant for the safety and
viability of our communities.�
    The funding was requested through the Transportation
Equity Act of the 21st Century (TEA-21), a congressional
bill that seeks to address infrastructure issues, including
growing traffic congestion in an environmentally-sound
manner.

 Velázquez asks for funding of  local transportation project

New York University........................$35,000
For a data resources program          Funding for immunization and vaccines for children


